Lehigh Valley Zoo

5150 Game Preserve Road

PO Box 519

Schnecksville, PA 18078

Contact: Stacy Hein, Manager of Marketing and
Business Relationships shein@lvzoo.org

Attn: News Department

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 31, 2016, Schnecksville, PA — Lehigh Valley Zoo is pleased to announce that two
penguin eggs have been laid and are being tended by our mating couple of African
penguins, named Thulani and Greer, within the Zoo’s Jaindl Penguin Pavilion. This is an
exciting and hopeful time for Zoo staff and conservationists worldwide, as this arrival of
potential hatchlings marks a planned step in the endangered penguins’ Species Survival
Plan (SSP).

As conservation programs, SSPs are designed to maintain sustainable populations in
accredited zoos and aquariums and where there is need and suitable habitat, they also
provide for reintroduction of species into the wild. As an accredited member of the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), Lehigh Valley Zoo is a cooperating facility for
AZA’s SSP for the African penguin. All African penguins at Lehigh Valley Zoo are
designated as part of this SSP, and Thulani and Greer were earmarked by the program for
breeding based on their known genetics.

To facilitate the breeding process,
“The Lehigh Valley Zoo Animal
Care team established Thulani and
Greer with a situation that would
allow them to bond and then
provided materials the birds would
need for nesting,” explained
Richard Rosevear, General Curator
at the Zoo. “The pair did, in fact,
mate and produce eggs. Animal
Care monitors the birds to ensure
they properly care for the eggs.”

African penguins are monogamous
and typically mate for life—and
these proud parents take turns with nesting duties and will also share in care of the
hatchlings when they arrive. African penguin eggs have an incubation period of about 38 to
42 days and chicks are expected to leave the nest within 60 to 130 days.

Proud mother, Greer, nesting with the eggs.



Lehigh Valley Zoo

5150 Game Preserve Road h' h “ ;
PO Box 519 I-e Ig Val \E

Schnecksville, PA 18078 ) IVALA.
Contact: Melissa Borland, (610) 799-4171

'f

)0

Ty o
i’

“All is well and Thulani and Greer both tend the eggs,” reports Rosevear. “Thulani has
brought food to Greer when she has stayed on the nest. The penguins will continue to be
monitored through incubation and hatching to make sure the chicks’ care is maintained.”

African penguins are an endangered species and their populations have shown a sharp
decline over the past 100 years. Penguin eggs are under multiple threats in the wild,
including habitat destruction and nest abandonment. Without the conservation efforts of
organizations like AZA and Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal
Birds (SANCCOB), penguin population numbers would continue to decline. AZA and 50
accredited zoos and aquariums collectively manage 800 African penguins in safe
environments as an assurance population (to prevent extinction) and facilitate carefully
planned breeding to bolster the population. SANCCOB efforts include the rescue,
rehabilitation, hand-raising and release of abandoned, injured, ill or oiled African penguins,
eggs and chicks.

While there are never any guarantees in these situations, the public is encouraged to check
social media and the Zoo’s website for any announcements regarding the progress of these
potential hatchlings. “We are hopeful that these are two viable eggs and that the Zoo will be
able to announce good news in coming weeks,” stated Zoo President, Melissa Borland.
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As a member-supported non-profit organization, Lehigh Valley Zoological Society was
founded in 2004, but as a treasured community landmark, the Zoo’s history spans over a
century. Founded in 1906 by General Harry C. Trexler, a local industrialist, the Lehigh
Valley’s Trexler Game Preserve has educated and entertained more than five million
people.

Accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), the Lehigh Valley Zoo hosts
year-round, family-friendly events and activities, educational programs, and camps. With a
mission to create a safe, engaging and enlightening wildlife experience for guests of all
ages, the Zoo demonstrates leadership in the cultural, scientific and conservation
communities. The Zoo is proud to be listed as an educational improvement organization
under the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EITC) and was voted Best Family
Day Trip in The Morning Call’'s Readers’ Choice Awards 2009-2014 and Best Family-
Friendly Outing in Lehigh Valley Style’s Best of the Lehigh Valley 2014 and 2015!

To learn more about Lehigh Valley Zoo, we invite you to visit our website, www.lvzoo.org, or
follow us on Facebook and Twitter.



